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	810. TRANSPORTATION



	1.
Purpose


	Transportation for students shall be provided in accordance with law and Board policy.



	2.
Authority


Title 22, Sec.       23.1, 23.2, 23.4,


SC 1361, 1362
	The Board shall contract for school bus services for transportation of students to and from school at regularly scheduled hours and for field trips and extracurricular activities.



	
SC 1362


	The Board shall provide transportation for students living within the prescribed limits when walking conditions to the school are found to be hazardous by the Department of Transportation.



	
Title 22, Sec.  23.3, SC 1374


	The Board shall provide transportation for handicapped students without regard to distance or hazardous walking conditions.



	3.
Delegation of 
Responsibility


	The school bus driver shall be responsible for the discipline of students while they are being transported.



	
Title 22


Sec. 23.4


	The principal may suspend a student from district transportation for disciplinary reasons, and the parents shall be responsible for the student's transportation.



	
	The Superintendent or designee shall be responsible to:



	
Title 22


Sec. 23.4
	1. Promulgate rules governing the number of chaperones to accompany students in connection with school related activities.



	
Title 22


Sec. 23.4


	2. Prepare a district map or schedule indicating each bus stop and bus route or prepare a schedule of bus stops and an itinerary of bus routes to be used in conjunction with a district map.



	
Title 22


Sec. 23.1, 23.4


	3. Maintain records and make required reports regarding school transportation.



	
Title 22


Sec 23.4


	4. Promulgate rules governing student conduct during transport; such rules shall be binding on all students transported by the district.


	
	In establishing bus stops/routes, the Superintendent or his/her designee shall give consideration to the grade level routes, the number of students, the nature and condition of the roadway in question, availability of proper bus turnarounds, and the ability of the bus to traverse the roadway in question. The safety of students on, as well as off, the bus is always to be considered. In no case will the school district provide materials and/or labor for private driveways or turnarounds used for school bus stops.



	4.
Guidelines


	RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR STUDENTS



	
	Safety and the proper social attitude in bus transportation as well as in all phases of the school program are of prime concern to the administration and the Board.



	
Title 22


Sec. 23.4 (4, iii)


	Parents are asked to familiarize their children with the obligation and courtesies of public school transportation. A student who cannot maintain self-discipline forfeits this privilege and must rely on other means of transportation. 

The school bus driver is authorized to enforce safety and social standards on his/her bus and, in accordance with the law, has the same authority as a teacher. For the school year, students in most cases will ride the same bus and have the same driver in the morning and the afternoon. Parents should make every effort to know the driver's name and if possible become acquainted with the driver. This should help avoid a number of problems that might occur.



	
	The following are guidelines and procedures concerning inappropriate behavior which all students, parents, bus operators, and school officials should be knowledgeable.


	
	

	
	2.  Drivers will warn student(s) concerning unacceptable behavior. The bus conduct form is to be completed for all infractions regardless of the consequences.



	
	3. Drivers may also report unacceptable behavior to the principal who will then take the appropriate action based on the severity of the behavior. In all cases, parents will be notified regarding the action to be taken.



	
	Transportation Discipline Procedure



	
	Riding a school bus is a privilege.  Students who have discipline problems on the bus may have their riding privileges suspended by the building principal.  The parents/guardians of suspended students are responsible for transporting their children to and from school safely.  



	
	Bus drivers will report any discipline problems to the Transportation Office on the Bus Conduct Report Form.  Copies of all reports will be sent home to the parents/guardians.  The following procedures/consequences will be followed:



	
	Driver Warnings:  All driver warnings must be documented and submitted to the Transportation Office.



	
	First Offense: Special seating may be determined by the driver.  A review of the bus videotape and a call to the parent/guardian will be made by the Transportation Office.  Major offenses (fighting, use of alcohol or tobacco products, etc.) will be handled as second or higher offense notices, depending on the severity of the incident.



	
	Second Offense:  A student conference will be held with the building principal.  A warning will be given by the principal.  If founded, consequences will be determined by the principal.  (Examples:  Loss of recess; after school detention; in-school suspension, etc.)



	
	Third Offense:  A student conference will be held with the building principal.  If founded, a minimum 2 day suspension of riding privileges will be invoked.



	
	Fourth Offense:  A student conference will be held with the building principal.  If founded, a minimum 5 day suspension of riding privileges will be invoked.



	
	Fifth Offense:   A student conference will be held with the building principal, driver and transportation supervisor.  If founded, a minimum 10 day suspension of riding privileges will be invoked.



	
	Sixth+ Offense:  An administrative hearing will be held to determine the length of suspension of riding privileges.
1. Some violations could result in the loss of riding privileges immediately. These are unacceptable and could result in the withdrawal of transportation privileges:
a. Destroying/vandalizing bus property.

b. Throwing objects of any kind.

c. Striking matches.

d. Lighting firecrackers.

e. Any behavior that impairs or endangers the lives of the students or driver.

f. Smoking.
g. Using alcohol.
h. Using controlled substances.
i. Profane behavior 


	
	It should be pointed out that no student is exempt from compulsory attendance laws during the period of time that a transportation suspension is in effect. Parents and/or guardians are responsible for their child’s school transportation when a suspension occurs. 


	
	Students eligible for bus transportation are given bus assignments by the administration. It is a violation for a student to ride a bus other than the one to which s/he is assigned and to meet or leave the bus at a stop other than his/her assigned stop.


	
	When the bus does not arrive at the bus stop on time because of mechanical failure and road or weather conditions, the student is expected to wait a reasonable length of time, dependent on weather conditions. Announcements concerning school closings will be broadcast on local radio stations as early as possible.



	
	If the bus does not arrive after a reasonable period of time, the student is to return to his/her home. Parents should discuss with their child what procedures s/he should use in emergency situations of this nature.



	
	There are certain rules that are designed for the safety and care of the occupants of a school bus. It is the student's responsibility to know and obey these rules. Violations will result in the suspension of riding privileges. Listed below are these rules and regulations.



	
	Previous To Loading



	
	1. Be on time at the designated school bus stop.



	
	2. Stand on the side of the highway or sidewalk and in no way interfere with traffic. Bus riders must conduct themselves in a safe manner while waiting.



	
	3. Wait until the bus comes to a complete stop before attempting to enter the bus. Enter in an orderly manner.



	
	4. Be careful in approaching bus stops.



	
	5. Respect the property rights of people who reside at or near the bus stop.



	
	On The Bus



	
	1. Take assigned seats; remain seated when bus is in motion.



	
	2. Keep heads, hands and arms inside the bus.



	
	3. Treat bus equipment as you would valuable furniture in your own home. Damage to seats, windows, etc., must be paid for by the offender.



	
	4. Never tamper with the bus or any of its equipment.



	
	5. Keep the aisle clear.



	
	6. No throwing items in or out of the bus.



	
	7. Assist in keeping the bus safe and sanitary at all times. Eating is not permitted on the bus.



	
	8. Be courteous to fellow students and driver.



	
	9. Ordinary conversation is permitted. However, loud talking/singing, laughter and confusion divert the driver's attention and may result in a serious accident.



	
	10. The school bus driver has the same authority on the bus as the teacher has in the classroom.



	Policy 237
	11. The Board prohibits possession of radios, tape or CD players, hand-held video games, remote controls, laser pointers and attachments, cellular telephones and telephone paging devices by students on school grounds, on buses and other vehicles provided by the district, and at school sponsored activities.  Notwithstanding the above, students may possess radios, tape or CD players, remote controls and hand-held video games on school sponsored trips, but only upon the express permission of the district representative in charge of that trip, and subject to usage rules announced by the district representative.


	
	After Leaving the Bus



	
	1. When necessary cross the road at least ten (10) feet in front of the bus, but only after looking to be sure that no traffic is approaching from either direction.



	
	2. Help look after the safety and comfort of small children.



	
	3. Be alert to any danger signals from the driver.



	
	Bus Assignments



	
	1. All students are assigned to a specific bus and bus stop.   
Temporary bus passes will not be made for social or extracurricular activities.  If a temporary change is needed, children should be dropped off or picked up at school or at the already assigned stop.
Temporary changes for emergencies (death in family or hospitalization of immediate family) will be reviewed by the transportation office or school principal.  Changes may be granted only if space is available on the alternative bus and the requested stop is on an established bus route.

Temporary changes for other educational reasons will be reviewed by the transportation office or school principal.  

Reassignment for the Purpose of Child Care.  
The district will cooperate with working parents and a reasonable child care arrangement.  This means the child will be picked up and/or discharged at the same loading zone EVERY DAY.  The child may be picked up at one location and dropped off at a different location but this must be done on an every day basis.  Changes may be granted only if space is available on the school vehicle and the requested change is on an established route.  The parent or guardian must make this request IN WRITING on a BUS CHANGE FORM available in all school offices.  Parents will be notified in writing if the request is approved or denied.


Drivers are instructed not to permit students to change buses or bus stops without administrative approval. This rule is absolutely necessary in order to provide the highest degree of safety possible for each student and to enable the district to operate its buses efficiently.



	
	2. Should a family move to another residence within the district, arrangements should be made for changing bus assignments prior to the actual change by contacting the administrative assistant for transportation.


	
	Extracurricular Activities



	
	1. The above regulations apply to any trip under school sponsorship.



	
	2. Students shall respect the wishes of chaperones appointed by the school.



	
Title 22


Sec. 23.4
	3. The district, in order to comply with law regarding chaperones on school buses, adopts the following policy:



	
	a. When using a school bus for an activity, students must be accompanied by at least one (1) chaperone/advisor on trips during the school day. When trips are during non-school hours (evenings or weekends), students must be accompanied by a minimum of two (2) chaperones per bus. Bus drivers may not act as chaperones during bus trips. It is recommended that advisors ride the bus with their students. A maximum of five (5) chaperones are permitted per bus.



	
	Evacuation Drills And Emergencies



	
SC 1517
	1. The purpose of school bus evacuation drills is to have each student riding on the bus know exactly what to do in an emergency. All bus riders MUST cooperate fully with the bus driver and the assigned helpers during evacuation drills.



	
	2. When emergencies occur, the above regulation is in effect.



	
	Communications



	
	1. Parents should have the phone numbers of the students living nearby readily available. This will help greatly when the driver of a disabled vehicle needs to pass on a message concerning any change in schedule.



	
	Career Center Students



	
	1. All students attending classes at Mercer County Career Center will be transported by bus to and from the Center each day. Students are to report to school and their homeroom at the assigned time.

Students will still be permitted to drive to and from Reynolds Jr.-Sr. High School; however, driving privileges to and from the Career Center will only be granted under special circumstances.

All driving privileges must be approved by the school administration in advance.

Students who report after the Career Center bus has left will be kept at the high school. The only exception is, if the Reynolds bus arrives at the school after the Career Center bus leaves, we will make every effort to get the students to the Career Center.



	
	2. Occasionally Career Center students miss their bus through no fault of their own. In these cases, the district will make every effort to find alternate means of transportation. When the student is clearly at fault, that student must make his/her own arrangements for transportation. Students who miss the bus at the end of the school day will have the responsibility of finding their own transportation home.



	
	Bus Passes

1. Bus passes for riding to or from school on any bus other than the one assigned will only be issued in case of emergencies. Temporary passes to go to a friend's house or other similar activities will not be issued. Arrangements for bus changes should be made with the attendance officer the day or morning prior to the day the change is desired.



	
	RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR CONTRACTORS



	
	According to State Board regulations, the Board shall be responsible for all aspects of student transportation including the selection and approval of appropriate vehicles and eligible operators who qualify under the law and regulations. In this regard, the Board also has the responsibility of insuring the safest program of transportation that it possibly can. Therefore, all transportation contractors with the school district shall be required to do the following:



	
	1. File a report with Superintendent on the forms provided for any accident occurring in the process of transporting students to or from school or for other school related activities.



	
	2. Follow the procedures outlined in the Guidelines for Reporting Bus Accidents.



	
	3. File a report with the Superintendent on the forms provided concerning any citations received by any driver of a contracted vehicle for any infraction of the Pennsylvania Vehicle Code.



	
	4. Provide a certificate of insurance prior to the beginning of each school year. 



	
	Any currently employed driver must immediately notify the district and/or currently employed contracted driver must immediately notify the contractor, in writing, if they are charged with a violation of criminal law.  


	
	Finally, should any driver of a contracted vehicle be cited for a Pennsylvania Vehicle Code violation that in the judgment of the Board endangers the safety and well-being of the students on said vehicle, that driver will be declared ineligible and will not be permitted to drive any vehicle contracted to carry students for the district.
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